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MANOR OF TYBESTA. 

The Manor of Tybesta was one of the Manors given by the 
Conqueror to his half-brother the Earl of Moreton. It contains 
the whole of the parish of Creed ; and parts of the parishes of 
Probus and Cuby. 

It is spelt Tibesteu in the Domesday Survey, and gave at that 
time the name to one of the Hundreds of Cornwall-! 

That part of the Manor where the ancient Castle, or Round, is 
still to be seen, and where an ancient Well is found (traditionally 
the site of a Chapel,) is probably the part which gave the name 
to the Manor.! (Plate xyii, Fig. 1.) Tybesta has been trans- 
lated, beast house ; but on examination it will be found, that near 
the spot above mentioned is a farm called Pendenbethwy ; and 
some fields called Cregoes,§ on each side the great road, which 
road is presumed to be an ancient British, if not a Roman, way. 

Beth , or Becld, is a grave, and Bethau, the plural. 

Creg, or Crug, is a tump, heap, or tumulus, also the designa- 
tion of barrows where the ancients buried their dead ; from which 
it is presumed, that, this part in the road has been contested in 
early times, and the slain buried near it ; or that it was the ce- 
metery of the ancient inhabitants of Grampond, which has been 
supposed to be the Yoluba of the ancient itineraries. 

* Exeter Copy, in Lysons’ Cora. Intro, page 61. 

f “ The alterations of the Hundreds took place between the years 1088, when 
the Survey was taken, and 1288 the time of the Lincoln taxation.” (Lysons’ 
Corn., Intro, page 24.) 

I Hals says, “ there are yet extant, in this Manor, the ruins of an old Chapel 
called by the name of Tybesta.” (Davies Gilbert’s His. Corn., vol. 1, page 253.) 
The stream which flows from Tybesta Well, passes a farm called Nantellan, 
I Nant-d-llan , — the valley of the Chapel or Church. 

§ Tithe apportionment, and map of the parish of Creed. 
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For the above reasons it is presumed, that the ancient name of 
the Manor was Ty-bethau, — the house of the graves — 

“ A noble race, but they are gone ! 

“ With their old forests wide and deep ; 

“ And we have fed our flocks upon 
“ Hills where their generations sleep. 

“ Their fountains slake our thirst at noon, 

“ Upon their fields our harvest waves ; 

“ Our shepherds woo beneath their moon, 

“ Ah ! let us spare at least their graves !” 

The Castle, which stands in a field called Castle-field, on a 
tenement called Nantellan,*' and was formed of one rampart and 
ditch, is about 650 yards on the N.W. of Tyhesta Well, and 
about 1,300 yards N.E. of Grampond. It may be co-extensive, 
in point of age, with the Manor itself, and it was of an oval form, 
gently sloping towards the east, its diameters being about 360 
feet, and 300 feet.f About ten years since, the rampart was de- 
stroyed, and the ditch filled up, so that the traces merely of tvhat 
it was, exist at the present day. — Grampond is probably a place 
of great antiquity, being similarly situated with Truro, and Lost- 
withiel, at the head of an estuary, and on the great road from 
Liskeard to Redruth. 

Its present name is said to he of Norman origin, and Pons-mur 
its British name,! which in Cornish means the same thing. — 
Great Bridge. — In the Duchy records it is spelt Grauntpount, and 
there is an entry in the 11th of Edward 3rd of “ 42 acres of waste 
in one land called Coys-fala,” to the Burgesses of Grandpont. 

This tenement of Coys-fala, has been ascertained to he on the 
Probus side of the bridge. 

Hals, says, || “ it appeareth from the charter lately extant, 
wherein the ancient rights and privileges thereof are confirmed by 
Edmund Plantagenet, Earl of Cornwall, son of Richard, King of 
the Romans, A.D. 1290, that, it was incorporated by the name of 
Coyt-fala, or Coit-fala.” 

Tonkin says,§ “ Brown Willis in his additions to Camden, cites 
a charter still extant from John of Eltharn, Earl of Cornwall, by 
which all former privileges are confirmed to the vill of Grampont, 
with all the lands of Coit Pale, which signifies Tolewood,(?) and 

* Tithe Apportionment, and map of the parish of Creed. The ground at the 
source of the stream, opposite the Well, is called Crossoby — place of the Cross ? 

-j~ So many of these Rounds have been made of an oval form, and on a gentle 
slope to the south-east, rather below the summit of the hill than upon it; that 
it is conjectured some religious observances may have been connected with 
their formation, as well as motives of defence. 

;; Hals, in Davies Gilbert’s His. Corn., vol. 1, page 251. 

| Idem, page 253. 

Idem, page 257. 



